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Introduction
Location: The archaeological site is located in the 
central part of Upper Thrace in the Karabyulyuk lo-
cality near Yabalkovo village (UTM grid: LG75) at 
ca. 150 m a. s. l. (42-03’00’’N; 25-30’00”E), 1 km E 
of Yabalkovo village, SE Bulgaria). 

Excavations: The site was explored in 2000-
2007 by a team, leaded by DR. KRASSIMIR LESHTAKOV 
(Sofi a University, Department of Archaeology) and 
dated (different layers) Early Neolithic, Antiquity and 
Medieval Ages. The site was known even since the 
second half of the 19th century during the construc-
tion of Plovdiv-Edirne railway. In 2005 the excavated 
area of the site covers over 0.5 ha (LESHTAKOV et al., 
2007). Dating and cultural interrelationships: The up-

permost layer is dated ‘mid 5th millennium B. C.’ 
(LESHTAKOV ET AL., 2007), while the lower layers refer 
to the 2nd phase of the Early Neolithic period. Tools 
and stone-industry suggest some Anatolian parallels. 
In general, the culture of Yabalkovo belongs to the s. 
c. Early Balkan Neolithic milieu (WIKIPEDIA 2008 A).

Associated fauna: The established species 
composition is based on ca. 700 bone fragments 
from ‘sure Early Neolithic contexts.’ (LESHTAKOV 
et al., 2007). Mammalia: Domestic - Sus scrofa do-
mestica, Ovis aries, Capra hircus, Bos taurus; Wild 
– Bos primigenius, Capreolus capreolus, Erinaceus 
concolor (probably misdated) (NIKOLAY SPASSOV, 
NMNHS – unpubl. data).
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Abstract:  Twelve bird bone remains (MNI=8), of 3 orders, 3 families and 5 species (including domestic forms), 
dated ca. 6500 B. P. of Cygnus olor, Anser sp. (cf. Anser albifrons or Anser anser, Gallus gallus domestica, 
and Fulica atra have been identifi ed. The fi ndings of C. olor and F. atra are among the oldest ones so far 
in the country. 

 Yabalkovo is the oldest site in Bulgaria, proving the existence of poultry-breeding.
 Game fowling (mainly of water birds), along with the poultry-breeding, played an important role in the life 

of inhabitants of the settlement. Poultry-breeding was non-selective and both large (of the Colchic pheas-
ant size) and small (of the Bantam breeds size) adult individuals of domestic fowl have been found. 

 It is concluded from a broken and healed ulna of an adult individual of F. atra that the bird had the op-
portunity to survive besides its incapability to fl y. Hence, the conclusion that suitable refuges of dense 
swampy vegetation existed in the surroundings of the settlement. 

 Complete review of Bulgarian fossil/subfossil record of all recorded species is represented.
Key words: Early Neolithic birds, Holocene avian remains, Bulgaria, Archaeozoology, early poultry-breeding, game-

fowl, bone abnormalities




