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Introduction
PIERANTONI (1906) described a number of new spe-
cies of branchiobdellidans from poorly preserved 
specimens provided by the natural history museums 
in Paris, France and Vienna, Austria. In his mono-
graph of the Discodrilidae (=Branchiobdellidae), 
PIERANTONI (1912) described additional new spe-
cies, one of which was based on material from 
the Hamburg Museum, Germany. He named this 
one, Stephanodrilus koreanus PIERANTONI, 1912. 
Unfortunately Pierantoni did not designate any type 
specimens or state where he had deposited the pre-
pared material. A search for these specimens by the 
author in the Hamburg Museum in 1985 found no 
record of the slides. Subsequent studies on branchiob-
dellidans in the collections of the Natural History 
Museum of Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany 
(SUBCHEV 2007), French Natural History Museum, 
Paris, France (SUBCHEV 2008), and the Natural 

History Museum in Vienna, Austria (SUBCHEV pers. 
comm.) were similarly unsuccessful. YAMAGUCHI 
(1934) examined specimens that he had collected 
in Korea and clarifi ed some morphological details 
given in the original description. In addition, he re-
ported a small median papilla on segment 3 through 
which the single anterior nephridiopore passed.

As part of a study of East Asian branchiobdel-
lidans in the Hamburg Museum, GELDER (1987) also 
reviewed the historical precedence of Cirrodrilus 
and reduced Stephanodrilus to a synonym. While 
this paper was in press, SUBCHEV (1986) used the 
correct name for the species, Cirrodrilus koreanus 
PIERANTONI (1912), in his paper. It had been recog-
nized by GELDER (1987) that C. koreanus did not 
fulfi ll the generic diagnosis and therefore should 
not remain in the genus Cirrodrilus. However, 
without any museum specimens or new material 
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Abstract:  A detail morphological study was made of the monotypic Hidejiodrilus koreanus collected on Cambaroi-
des similis from Kanghwa Island, Republic of Korea, so as to complete the existing genus and species 
descriptions. The new information has enabled the taxon to be removed from its current status of incertae 
sedis and be transferred to the subfamily Bdellodrilinae. Neotype and paraneotype specimens were desig-
nated.

Key words: ectosymbiont, Korean peninsula, type designation




