
211

ACTA ZOOLOGICA BULGARICA

Acta zool. bulg., 62 (2), 2010: 211-242

Recent and Fossil Old World 
Vultures 
The genus Gyps (Griffon vultures) is the most spe-
cious genus of the recent World’s fauna of vultures 
and includes eight species. Until recently griffon vul-
tures included seven species, three of them (G. afri-
canus SALVADORI, 1865, G. rueppellii (BREHM, 1852), 
and G. coprotheres (FORSTER, 1798) of African, 
three (G. bengalensis (GMELIN, 1788), G. indicus 
(SCOPOLI, 1786), and G. himalayensis HUME, 1869) of 
Hindustan-Himalayan-Indochinese, and one (G. ful-
vus HABLIZL, 1783) of Afro-Euroasiatic distribution 
(THIOLLAY 1994). In addition, G. tenuirostris (GRAY, 

1844) has been split from G. indicus (RASMUSSEN, 
PARRY 2000, 2001) which was fi rmly confi rmed by 
JOHNSON et al. (2006). G. tenuirostris is restricted 
mainly to India, Nepal and Bangladesh. Such distri-
bution suggests a South-Asian (foot of Himalayas) 
origin of the genus, nevertheless the present-day dis-
tribution includes the whole Old World. 

The remaining recent vultures belong to eight 
genera: Gypohierax RÜPPELL, 1836, Gypaetus STORR, 
1784, Neophron SAVIGNY, 1809, Necrosyrtes GLOGER, 
1841, Aegypius SAVIGNY, 1809, Torgos KAUP, 1828, 
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Abstract:  A new species of griffon vulture (Gyps bochenskii sp. n.) is described from the Late Pliocene (Middle 
Villafranchian) deposits of a locality near Varshets (NW Bulgaria). The site was discovered in 1987 and 
has the richest Late Pliocene (MN 17) vertebrate fauna in Europe. The more than 71 avian species are 
indicative of a forest-steppe landscape. Petrophylous species are widely represented among the fossil 
material. The fi nds represent the oldest remains of a griffon vulture, with four skeletal elements: sternum 
(coracoidal and costal parts), coracoid dex. (humeral and sternal parts), phalanx dist. dig. I pedis sin. 
and phalanx dist. dig. majoris sin. These remains verify the presence of vultures, and griffon vultures in 
particular, in Europe (and the Palearctic) before the glacial events of the Pleistocene. The morphology 
distinguishes (holotype, sternum) the specimens from recent species of Gyps by: steeply orientation of 
linea intermuscularis; relatively thicker incisurae intercostales; relatively longer incisura intercostalis IV; 
presence of a well developed fossa on the dorsal surface of the sternum above the manubrium; relatively 
larger (wider) rostrum sterni; cranially less protruding rostrum sterni; relatively wider sternum in dorsal 
view; narrower distance between the dorsal edges of the sulci articulares, and larger dimensions. Differ-
ences from Pleistocene G. melitensis: better developed hind limbs (about 1/10 in the measurements of 
distal pedal phalanges) and the same development of wings (phalanx dist. dig. majoris). 
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