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The Situation of the Eastern Imperial Eagle

Aquila heliaca in Austria

Gabor Wichmann

Birdlife Austria, Museumplatz 1/10/8, A-1070 Vienna; Gabor.wichmann@birdlife.at

Abstract:

After being extinct for nearly 200 years, the Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca Saviony 1809) re-

turned to Austria in 1999. By 2009, the population has increased to reach 4-5 breeding pairs. The main
habitats of the Eagles include agricultural steppe areas, as the most common prey species are Hare (Lepus
europaeus PaLLs 1778), Common Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus LinNaEUs 1758), European Hamster
(Cricetus cricetus LINNAEUS 1758), and Feral Pigeon (Columba livia f. domestica GMELIN 1789). The
breeding success amounts to 1.63 juveniles/started brood. The reasons for chick mortality are mostly hu-
man disturbance, bad weather or a combination of both.

Key words: Eastern Imperial Eagle, Austria, population

Introduction

In 1999 the Eastern Imperial Eagle celebrated its
comeback in Austria after being extinct for nearly 200
years, as the last proven breeding attempt occurred in
1811 in the Lobau, a floodplain forest east of Vienna
(MarscHALL, PELZELN 1882). The eagles’ comeback
had been encouraged by conservation measures im-
plemented across the border in Hungary (HORVATH et
al. 2011) and Slovakia (Danko et al. 2011) as well as
by the widespread supply of market set asides and the
implementation of agri-environmental programmes.
A conservation project developed by BirdLife Austria
on behalf of the province Lower Austria is focusing
inter alia on monitoring the population of breeding
and non breeding Imperial Eagles, securing eyries
and providing artificial nests as well as on informing
the public, particularly the land users.

Material and Methods

Presented data is based on running protection efforts
and projects in Austria. To get information about
dispersion, new settlements and non-breeders syn-

chronised transect counts were conducted. In Lower
Austria the counts were coordinated with Czech and
Slovakian colleagues. Breeding data was got dur-
ing regular nest controls. Information about diet was
collected under the eyries.

Results and Discussion

During the last ten years the population increased
slowly but continuously, and by 2009 the population
consists of 4-5 breeding pairs (Fig. 1). Another 6-8
pairs exist in the close neighbourhood in the Czech
Republic, Slovakia and Hungary (HoraL 2011,
HorvATH ef al. 2011, Danko et al. 2011), which are
probably in close connection with the Austrian pairs.
Until 2009 the Austrian breeding distribution was
limited to Burgenland situated in an area close to
Hungary; now it has enlarged its breeding distribu-
tion to the north-eastern part of Austria (Fig. 2).

The main habitats of the Eagles are agricultural
steppe areas holding a high proportion of set-asides.
The central areas of the distribution are character-
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Fig. 1. Trend of the Eastern Imperial Eagle in Austria

[ all year digtribution
AR central regions ( breeding)
|:| prospect regions of breeding

36 Kiometers

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Year

Fig. 2. Distribution of the Eastern Imperial Eagle in Austria. Dark are central areas, light are prospect areas of breeding

ized by small lots of lands holding high popula-
tions of prey species. As shown in Fig. 3 the most
common prey species are Hare (32.2%), followed
by Common Pheasant (15.3%), European Hamster
(11.9%) and Feral Pigeon (7.4%).
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In the period 1999-2009 all in all 27 breed-
ing attempts with egg deposition were observed,;
22 of them were successful raising 44 juveniles.
Accordingly the breeding success amounts 1.63 ju-
veniles/started brood. The reasons for chick mortal-
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Fig. 3. Diet of the Eastern Imperial Eagle in Austria including breeding pairs at Soutok (Czech Republic). The figure is
showing the quantity. Mass was not analysed. N = 202. Results in BIERBAUMER ET AL. (in press)

ity are mostly human disturbance, bad weather or a
combination of both. Protecting these majestic birds
against illegal persecution will be of crucial impor-
tance. However, success might well be jeopardized
by the changes in the European Unions Agricultural
Policy scheduled for 2013. If the Imperial Eagle is to
have a chance this time, long-term strategies for hab-
itat protection will have to make up for the negative
effects of the abolition of market induced set asides
in 2008 and the growing intensification of farming.

References

BiERBAUMER M., D. HorAL. AND G. WICHMANN (in press). Step-
penvogel im Aufwind. Der Kaiseradler in den March-
Thaya-Auen. — Wiss. Mitt. aus dem Niederdsterreichischem
Landesmuseum.

Danko g., J. Cuavko, G. DEMETER, J. MiHOK, J. Izakovic, H.
LaTkoVA, S. SirRyovA, M. Noca and V. NEmCek 2011. Con-
servation of Imperial Eagle in the Slovak part of the Car-
pathian basein — Results of the EU LIFE — Nature project
(2003-2007). — Acta zoologica bulgarica, Supplementum
3: 71-78. (In English, Bulgarian summary).

Acknowledgements: The conservation actions were carried out
by fundings of the provinces Burgenland and Lower Austria, the
Republic of Austria and the European Union. | want to thank es-
pecially the following colleagues for their engagement in protec-
tion actions and monitoring: Andreas Ranner, Hans-Martin Berg,
Michael Bierbaumer, Manuel Denner, Michael Dvorak, Konrad
Edelbacher, David Horal, Petr Horak (1), Helmut Jaklitsch, Jo-
hannes Laber, Vlado Nemcek, Michal Noga, Jakob Pohacker,
Maria Schindler, Matthias Schmidt, Michael Tiefenbach, Rainer
Raab, Stefan Wegleitner und Thomas Zuna-Kratky.

HoraL D. 2011. Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) in the
Czech Republic. — Acta zoologica bulgarica, Supplemen-
tum 3: 55-59. (In English, Bulgarian summary).

HorvAtH M., 1. DEMETER, 1. FATER, G. FIRMANSZKY, A. KLESZO,
A. Kovacs, T. Szitta, 1. TotH, T. ZALAT AND J. BAGYURA
2011. Population dynamics of the Imperial Eagle (Aquila
heliaca) in Hungary between 2001 and 2009. — Acta zoo-
logica bulgarica, Supplementum 3: 61-70. (In English,
Bulgarian summary).

MARSCHALL A. F., A. voN PELZELN 1882. Ornis Vindobonensis. —
Verlag Georg Paul Faesy, Wien, 192 p.

39



Wichmann G.

Cobcrosinnero Ha U3Ttounus Llapcku open Aquila heliaca
B ABCTpUA

I. Bukman

(Pe3rome)

Crnen 6mu30 200 roquam, ipe3 1999 r. Ustounust Lapcku open (Aquila heliaca Saviony 1809) ce 3aBbpHa
Kato THe31sI B B ABcTpus. Kem 2009 1. mommynanusita ce yBemdaBa, TOCTUTaWKH 4-5 pa3MHOXKaBAIIH Ce
JIBOMKH. MeCTOOOUTaHUATA Ha OPIIUTE Ca MPEIUMHO 3eMEICIICKU CTEITHH TEPUTOPHH, KaTo Cpell OCHOBHUTE
BHUIOBE TUIsTUKa ca [luBuar 3aek (Lepus europaeus PaLLas 1778), ®azauswt (Phasianus colchicus LINNAEUS
1758), O6ukHOBeHUAT XOMsIK (Cricetus cricetus LINNAEUS 1758) m Jlomamausar rensd (Columba livia f.
domestica GMELIN 1789). 'He310BuUSAT ycniex ce n34uucisiBa Ha 1.63 muanu ek3eMIuisipa / THe3 1A JBOKKa.
Haii-yecto mpuIrHUTE 32 CMBPTHOCTTA MPH MAIKHUTE Ca YOBEIIKO OE3MOKOMCTBO, EKCTPEMHH KIIMMATHYHH
YCIJIOBUS WJTU KOMOWHAIHS OT JIBETE.
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