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Introduction
Bombyliids or bee flies (Diptera: Bombyliidae) are 
globally distributed with more than 4500 described 
species. They are found on all continents except in 
Antarctica and the family is among the most diverse 
groups of Diptera (EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 1999). In 
Europe, there are 335 species of the family Bombyliidae 
(PaPE et al. 2015). There are 55 known species in five 
subfamilies which have been reported from Albania 
(EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 2015). Considering the data 
of the surrounding countries, at least 50 more species 
are expected to occur in the country.

Materials and Methods
The specimens were collected in 2013–2015 during 
four fieldtrips in Albania. The flies were caught by 
net and killed by chloroform. The specimens were 
identified using stereomicroscope and keys by EnGEl 
(1938), tóth (1977), GrEathEad & EvEnhuis (1997) 
and El-hawaGry & EvEnhuis (2008). 

The voucher specimens are deposited in the 
Diptera Collection of the Hungarian Natural History 
Museum, Budapest.

Results and Discussion
Hereby, six bee fly species from six localities (Fig. 
1) are reported from Albania. Two of them proved 
to be new to the Albanian fauna. Eclimus gracilis 
represents a new subfamily while Defilippia minos 
represent a new genus for the fauna of Albania. 

The following are the records collected by the au-
thor during his ongoing surveys of the bee flies of 
Albania. Each species is annotated with its known 
distribution data.
Subfamily Phthiriinae
tribE Phthiriini

Phthiria gaedii Wiedemann in Meigen, 1820
Distribution: Most of Europe (as far north as 
Estonia), Northern Africa (Egypt), South-western 
and Central Asia (eastwards reaching Afghanistan). 
(EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Përmet County, 
Mt. Golikut, N 40.2155°, E 20.1638°, 1700 m a.s.l., 
16.08.2015, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♂; Albania, Korça County, 
Gjergjevicë, stream bank, N 40.5827°, E 20.5898°, 
1321 m a.s.l., 24.08.2015, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♀.
Subfamily Bombyliinae
Tribe Bombyliini
Bombylius fulvescens Wiedemann in Meigen, 1820
Distribution: Western Palaearctic, distributed from 
Europe (except the northern parts) and Northern 
Africa to Central Asia, southwards reaching Saudi 
Arabia and eastwards possibly reaching China 
(EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Përmet County, 
Mt. Golikut, N 40.2155°, E 20.1638°, 1700 m a.s.l., 
30.06.2014, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♂ and 1 ♀; Albania, 
Gjirokastër County, Selckë, stream bank, N 40.0977°, E 
20.2980°, 376 m a.s.l., 01.07.2014, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♀.
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Tribe Conophorini

Conophorus virescens (Fabricius, 1787)
Distribution: Central, Southern and Eastern Europe 
(northwards to Estonia and Central Russia), Northern 
Africa and Western Asia eastwards reaching 
Afghanistan. (EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Përmet County, 
Mt. Golikut, N 40.2155°, E 20.1638°, 1700 m a.s.l., 
30.06.2014, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♂.
Subfamily Ecliminae
Eclimus gracilis Loew, 1844
Distribution: So far this species is found exclusive-
ly in the Mediterranean region, including Southern 
Europe, Northern Africa and Turkey (EvEnhuis & 
GrEathEad 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Gjirokastër 
County, Suhë, N 40.0889°, E 20.2709°, 440 m a.s.l., 
25.05.2013, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♀.

Note: This is the first record of the genus 
Eclimus Loew and subfamily Ecliminae in Albania.
Subfamily Anthracinae
tribE ExoProsoPini

Defilippia minos (Meigen, 1804)
Distribution: Most of Central, Southern and Eastern 
Europe, Northern Africa, South-western and Central 
Asia eastwards to Kyrgyzstan (Čelechovský 2007, 
EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Gjirokastër 
County, Çajup, N 40.1990°, E 20.1754°, 1301 m 
a.s.l., 16.08.2015, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♀.

Note: This is the first record from Albania.
Exoprosopa jacchus (Fabricius, 1805)

Distribution: Palaearctic species, distributed in 
Northern Africa, Europe and Asia (except their north-
ern areas) eastwards reaching the region of Ningxia 
in China (EvEnhuis & GrEathEad 1999, 2003, 2015).

Material examined: Albania, Dibër County, 
Zall-Reç, N 41.8691°, E 20.3226°, 420 m a.s.l., 
24.05.2015, leg. P. Katona, 1 ♀.
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Fig. 1. Map of Albania with indication of collecting sites 
(black marks)
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